
Booth Library, New York Military Academy 

How to Cite Sources (MLA Style) 

BOOKS, MAGAZINE ARTICLES and Other Printed Materials 
 

 The following guidelines for preparing a works cited page (bibliography) and parenthetical (in-text) citations are 
based on the 7th edition of the Modern Language Association of America’s style manual, MLA Handbook for Writers of 
Research Papers, and conforms to the English Department’s Format Guide for Research Papers. For help with citing 
electronic sources, please see the handout “How to Cite Sources:  Internet and Database Resources,” available in the library. 
 
TheWORKS CITED  page (bibliography) is arranged alphabetically by the author’s last name. Anonymous works are 
arranged by the first significant word in the title. The entire list should be double-spaced, and the lines after the first line of 
each entry should be indented five spaces. 
 

BOOKS 
 
One author/editor  Clark, Judith Freeman. America’s Gilded Age: An Eyewitness 
 
 History. New York: Facts on File, 1992. Print. 
 
Two authors/editors Millett, Allan R. and Peter Maslowski. For the Common Defense. 
 
  New York: Free Press, 1984. Print. 
 
Book by three authors Booth, Wayne C., Gregory G. Colomb, and Joseph M. Williams.  The Craft of  

  Research.  2nd ed. Chicago : U of Chicago P, 2003. Print. 

 
Four or more Moschovitis, Christos, et al. History of the Internet: A Chronology. 
authors/editors 
  Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 1999.  Print. 
 
Chapter/Essay in Ullman, Montague. “Can You Communicate with Others in Your 
an edited work   
  Dreams?” The Psychic Scene. Ed. John Waite. New York: 
 
  New American Library, 1974. 120-32. Print. 
 

ENCYCLOPEDIAS 
 
Signed article Upjohn, Everard M. “Gothic Art and Architecture.” Encyclopedia 
 
  Americana. 2001 ed.  Print. 
 
Unsigned article “World Health Organization (WHO).” Collier’s Encyclopedia. 1995 ed. Print. 
 

 
Signed magazine article Glausiusz, Josie. “The Big Bug Drugstore.” Discover  July 2002: 16.  Print. 
 
Unsigned magazine article “Commission Reports Minorities Penalized in 2000 Election.” Jet  
  25 June 2001: 4-6.  Print. 
 
Newspaper article Crossette, Barbara. “Effort To Recast Iraq Oil Sanctions Is Halted 
 
  for Now.” New York Times 3 July 2001, late ed.: A1+.  Print. 
 



 
 
CITATIONS IN TEXT 
 
 You must identify where you found any information you use from a print or electronic source by inserting brief 
references in parentheses in the text of your paper. Every paraphrase, summary, or direct quotation must be cited. Only original 
thoughts of your own and information that is so well known that it is common knowledge (“Mark Twain is a famous American 
author.”) need not be documented. If in doubt, cite the source. Usually the author’s last name and a page number are enough 
for the reader to locate the source in your list of works cited. See the following examples based upon the works cited examples 
on the previous page. 
 

BOOKS 
 
One author/editor The gold standard was opposed by the Populist party (Clark 153).  
 
Two authors/editors Millett and Maslowski put Union casualties at 16,100 in the battle (209).  
  (Note: Authors of sources can be identified in the text, as in this example.) 
 
More than three “Emoticons have long been controversial” (Moschovitis et al. 103). 
authors/editors 
 
Chapter/Essay in Skeptics liken it to a séance (Ullman 128). 
an edited work 
 

ENCYCLOPEDIAS 
 
Signed article An important characteristic of Gothic architecture was the flying buttress (Upjohn 4 : 73). 
   
 
Unsigned article Smallpox was eliminated through the efforts of WHO (World 24: 98). 
 

ARTICLES 
 
Signed magazine article Insects may have anti-microbial compounds useful to humans (Glausiusz). 
  (Note: No page number needed for one-page source.) 
 
Unsigned magazine article Black voters’ ballots were rejected 10 times more than those of whites (“Commission” 4). 
 
Newspaper article A change in trade sanctions against Iraq was abandoned (Crossette A1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK THE LIBRARIAN OR YOUR ENGLISH TEACHER FOR FURTHER ASSISTANCE. 
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