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How to Cite Sources (MLA Style) 

INTERNET AND CD-ROM RESOURCES 
 
 The following guidelines for preparing a works cited page (bibliography) and parenthetical (in-text) citations are 
based on the 7th edition of the Modern Language Association of America’s style manual, MLA Handbook for Writers of 
Research Papers, and conforms to the English Department’s Format Guide for Research Papers. For help with citing print 
sources, see the guide “How to Cite Sources:  Books, Magazine Articles and Other Printed Materials,” available in the library. 
 
WORKS CITED 

 
Entries for electronic sources follow the same basic pattern as those for print sources (author, title, publication 

information) with additional identifying elements described below. Arrange the entries alphabetically by the author’s last 
name, or if there is no author, by the first word of the title, disregarding A, An, and The.  The entire list should be double-
spaced, and the lines after the first line of each entry should be indented five spaces. Include as many of the following items as 
are available or relevant to your source: 
 

1. Author’s or editor’s name (last name, first name) 
2. Title of article or short work (in quotation marks) 
3. Title of database, project, periodical, or professional or personal site (in italics) 
4. Date of electronic publication or latest update 
5. For a work from a subscription service (online database), the name of the service. 
6. For online sources, the date you accessed the information because web postings are often updated, and 

information available at one date may no longer be available later 
 

 
INTERNET 

 
Online encyclopedia “Manifest Destiny.” Encyclopaedia Britannic Online, 2004.  Web.  15 May 2008. 
  
Article in online database Boyer, Peter J. “DNA on Trial.” New Yorker 17 Jan. 2000: 42+. Master FILE Select. 
 
   Web. 6 Apr. 2000. 
 
Magazine/newspaper Pringle, Heather. “Secrets of the Alpaca Mummies.” Discover. Apr. 2001.  Web. 
article (own web site) 
   13 July 2001. 
 
Scholarly online project Freedmen and Southern Society Project.  Steven F. Miller, ed. 27 June 2001. U 
 
   of Maryland, 31 July 2002.  Web. 15 May 2008. 
    
Web page “Frequently Asked Questions: The Bermuda Triangle.” Naval Historical Center. 8 Aug. 
 
   2001. Dept. of the Navy. Web.  8 July 2004  
    
Personal web site Lancashire, Ian. Home page. Web. 1 May 1997  
    
Book published or found Fitzgerald, F. Scott. This Side of Paradise. New York: Scribner, 1920. 
online 
   Bartleby.com: Great Books Online. 1999.  Web. 31 July 2002  
 
Poem published or found Dunbar, Paul Laurence. “The Awakening.” Lyrics of Sunshine and Shadow. New York: 
online 
   Dodd, Mead, 1905.  American Verse Project.  U of Michigan  
     
   Humanities Text Initiative. Web. 2 Aug. 2002  



 
E-mail to you Kunka, Andrew. “Re: Health Benefits of Ice Cream.” Message to the librarian. E-mail.  

  23 May 2002. 

 
CD-ROM 

 
No print counterpart “Abraham Lincoln.” DISCovering Biography. New York: Gale Research, 1997. CD-ROM. 
 
Previously published  Blanton, Thomas and David C. Balch. “Telemedicine: The Health System of 
In printed format 
   Tomorrow.” Futurist   Sept./Oct. 1995: 14-17. CD-ROM.  SIRS Researcher. 
 
   Social Issues Resources Series. Winter 2000. 
 
CITATIONS IN TEXT 
 
 You must identify where you found any information you use from a print or electronic source by inserting brief 
references in parentheses in the text of your paper or by using direct references as described below. Every paraphrase, 
summary, or direct quotation must be cited. Only original thoughts of your own and information that is so well known that it is 
common knowledge (“Mark Twain is a famous American author.”) need not be documented. If in doubt, cite the source. 
Provide enough information for the reader to locate the source in your list of works cited (author’s last name, if available, or 
first word of title). Because electronic documents generally do not have page numbers, MLA recommends avoiding in-text 
parenthetical references, if possible, and using direct references in the text instead, as the first example below illustrates. 
 
Direct reference Any study of emancipation after the Civil War will be enhanced by perusing the vast 
 
  collection of documents compiled by the editors of the Freedman and Southern Society 
 
  Project at the University of Maryland. 
 
Unsigned article in It was a term coined by John O’Sullivan in 1845 (“Manifest”). 
online encyclopedia  
 
 Signed article in DNA testing is a powerful tool in proving a prisoner’s innocence (Boyer). 
online database 
 
Direct quotation “I did not know that life could be so sweet.” (Dunbar 52). 
 
CD-ROM By his own estimate, he had less than one year of formal education (“Abraham”). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASK THE LIBRARIAN OR YOUR ENGLISH TEACHER FOR FURTHER ASSISTANCE. 
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